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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1. (Currently Amended) An extracorporeal blood tube comprising: 
a first end of the tube having a first inside diameter, 

a narrow section of the tube having * •<•;<:<•>; . ; inside diameter substantially 
narrower than the first inside diameter. ■ ■ ■ ..-ox 

> N \ md 

a tapered tube transition section between the first end and the narrow section^ and 

- > • a -ug an mside diame ter at least as lar ge as the . \ s >uK v 

2. (Currently Amended) An extracorporeal blood ei-m& ktube as in claim 1 
wherein the narrow section is a center tube section. 

3. (Cancelled). 

4. (Currently Amended) An extracorporeal blood eke«&-tube .as in claim 1 
wherein the transition section is no greater than twelve inches in length. 

5. (Currently Amended) An extracorporeal blood circuit tube as in claim 1 
wherein a wall thickness of the tube is substantially constant along an entire length of the 
tube. 

6. (Currently Amended) An extracorporeal blood eif&nii - tube as in claim 1 
wherein the- ->u inside diameter - ^ >. \js at least 0.060 inch. 
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7. (Currently Amended) An extracorporeal blood - \ as in claim 1 further 
comprising a pump section having a third inside diameter larger than the first inside 
diameter , \ LksiJilSLlk 
di^Mi^i Lbi' LbiUi iiisii'k sliLUll^lM is [ess ^ j iiilUlji Ji ^lLL A J ; J^ ! i L/2i„I J Ji^ ALills: • 

8. (Currently Amended) An extracorporeal blood egeaiHube as in claim 1 further 
comprising a pump section having a third inside diameter larger than the second inside 
diametei 

, and the third inside di,-: , . ■ . - •= * i . . 

9. (Currently Amended) An extracorporeal blood tnt-au tube as in claim 1 
wherein the first end is connectable to a connector 

10. (New) An extracorporeal blood tube as in claim 1 wherein the tube is a 
single lumen tube. 

1 1 . (New) An extracorporeal blood tube as in claim 1 wherein the tube has a 
smooth transition from the first end to the narrow section. 

12. (New) An extracorporeal blood tube as in claim 3 wherein the first end and 
the second end are each connectable to a respective external connector. 

13. (New) An extracorporeal blood tube as in claim 1 wherein the tube is 
formed of a biocompatible plastic. 

14. (New) An extracorporeal blood tube as in claim 1 wherein the transition 
section is no greater than one foot in length and the inside diameter of the narrow section 
is narrower than 0.10 inches. 
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15. (New) An extracorporeal blood tube comprising: 

a first end of the tube having a first end inside diameter and a first end outside 
diameter, 

a narrow section of the tube having an inside diameter substantially narrower than 
the first end inside diameter and an outside diameter substantially narrower than the first 
end outside diameter, wherein said narrow section comprises at least one half of an entire 
length of the blood tube, and 

a tapered tube transition section between the first end and the narrow section. 

16. (New) An extracorporeal blood tube as in claim 15 wherein the tube has a 
wall thickness in the first end which is substantially the same as a wall thickness of the 
narrow section. 

17. (New) An extracorporeal blood tube as in claim 15 wherein the tube has a 
substantially uniform wall thickness. 

18. (New) An extracorporeal blood tube as in claim 15 wherein the tube is a 
single lumen tube. 

19. (New) An extracorporeal blood tube comprising: 
a first end of the tube having a first inside diameter, 

a second end having an inside diameter at least as wide as the first inside diameter, 

and 
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a narrow section of the tube between the first end and second end, and the narrow 
section having an inside diameter substantially narrower than the first inside diameter, 
wherein said narrow section comprises at least one half of an entire length of the blood 
tube. 

20. (New) An extracorporeal blood tube as in claim 19 wherein an outside 
diameter of the narrow section of the tube is substantially narrower than an outside 
diameter of both the first end and the second end. 

21. (New) An extracorporeal blood tube as in claim 19 wherein the tube has a 
wall thickness in the first end which is substantially the same as a wall thickness of the 
narrow section. 

22. (New) An extracorporeal blood tube as in claim 21 wherein the tube has a 
substantially uniform wall thickness. 

23. (New) An extracorporeal blood tube as in claim 19 wherein the tube is a 
single lumen tube. 

24. (New) An extracorporeal blood tube as in claim 19 wherein the first end 
and second end are each adaptable to attach to a connector. 

25. (New) An extracorporeal blood tube as in claim 19 wherein the tube is 
entirely a biocompatible plastic material. 

26. (New) An extracorporeal blood tube as in claim 19 further comprising a 
transition section between the narrow section and each of the first end and second end. 

27. (New) A method to pass blood through an extracorporeal blood passage 
comprising: 
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passing blood to the passage having a first inside diameter at a first end; 

passing the blood through a middle portion of the blood passage downstream of 
the first end, wherein the middle portion has a cross-sectional passage area smaller than 
the first inside diameter; 

passing blood through a second end of the passage having a second inside 
diameter at least as great as the first inside diameter. 

28. New) A method as in claim 27 wherein the passage is a blood tube. 
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